
  

Thinking ahead..  
Career opportunities  

 
The subject can be done in combination with 
many other subjects at university as well as on its 
own.   Philosophers are valued by employers for 
their analytical skills and enquiring minds.  
 
A large number of distinguished civil servants; 
lawyers, scientists and politicians (including 
several British Prime Ministers) studied 
Philosophy at University.  
 
Studying philosophy will provide students with an 
advanced level of generic skills that are 
immensely useful in a wide range of jobs in such 
diverse fields as Journalism and Media, 
Government and Public Administration, 
Computing, Law, Education and Research, Social 
Work and of course, Teaching. 
 

Course content 

There are three exams.  Two papers are worth 
25% of the course total and one hour each – 
these are the content of Judaism and Christianity.  
There will be two A-D questions in each paper.   
 
The third paper, worth 50% of your GCSE grade is 
two hours long and is on the Philosophy and 
Ethics part of the course looking at Human Rights, 
Relationships, Good and Evil and Life and Death.  
Being a Religious Studies exam these are taught 
from a Christian perspective, however there is 
also an expectation that pupils will reflect a 
Humanist perspective (Atheist) on part of this 
paper.  There are four A-D questions in each 
paper. 

Why study Religious Studies?  
 
Religious Studies is an important subject to study 
in 21st Century Britain.  Not only is it increasingly 
important to have clear understanding of faiths 
that pupils may come in contact with, Christianity 
is embedded within our culture and shapes our 
society today.   

 

Religious beliefs and teachings are only 50% of 
the GCSE. Philosophy and Ethics is a key 
component of the GCSE wit pupils looking at 
question such as “Are all humans equal”, “Is t 
ever right to end  a life?”, “Is marriage still 
relevant today?” and “What do I think about Life 
after death?”. It is these questions that give 
opportunity to show critical thinking, developed 
reasoning and evaluation skills. It is these skills 
which employers expect to notice in candidates 
with a Religious Studies GCSE qualification.  

 
With regards to further study and life skills, RS 
demonstrates to employers and universities that 
you are a creative and critical thinker. 
Universities and employers value this 
qualification and there is evidence that 
philosophy graduates have higher levels of 
employment than many other courses. 
 
“Some of those students will go on to apply those 
skills in an academic setting, but many will find 
work across a whole range of professions, in law, 
finance, government, policing, media, teaching, 
writing and business.” Wayne Martin (University 
of Essex – quoted in Times Higher 2009) 

Help and Guidance for success 
 
Last year, GCSE Religious Studies was a key 
qualification to help many of our students 
achieve their entry requirements for Sixth Form 
and College.  We hope to build on this success 
this year. 
 
Later this half term, all pupils will be given 
revision guides for all the course.  There will be 
no charge for these, however we do expect 
pupils to begin revising with them immediately.  
They can annotate over them and we do not 
require them back.  Additionally these are also 
available on RS Interactive (https://rsinteractive.gnomio.com).  
 

Pupils already have access to these service 
using their school username and password they 
have selected. If they need their password 
resetting they can speak with their class 
teacher. 
 
Additionally on Tuesday night after school there 
is a revision drop in session. 
 

 
This is a key service for pupils to help them with 
their revision. Not only are the revision guides 
available in this, there are interactive 
homework challenges for every lesson which 
self-mark, and every lesson PowerPoint and 
every resource covered in lesson.  This one stop 
resource should boost pupils grades should 
they use it on a regular basis. 



  

 

GCSE 

 
 

Judaism 

Christianity 

Philosophy & Ethics 

 

Working with 

 
What people say about religion.  

 
"I don't believe in a heaven or a hell or an old 
man sitting on a throne. I believe in a higher 
power bigger than me because that keeps me 
accountable." Katy Perry 
 
"We don't share it much, but we're really 
religious,” Kim Kardashian told Vogue. “We 
start our day with a group chat with a Bible 
verse from my mom, and everyone chimes in 
on the meaning of it.” Kris Jenner 
 
"I choose to believe in God because I think 
what that is, is the recognition that there is 
divine beauty in all of us, and if we prioritize 
that over our own selfish material needs we 
will naturally create a culture more in 
harmony with our planet and we'll have a 
chance.” Russell Brand  
 
"You are enough because you are a child of 
God who has been pursued from the very 
beginning.” Selena Gomez 
 
"I was a Jew by birth, and now I'm a Jew by 
choice.” Ginnifer Goodwin (lead in Once Upon 
A Time and other TV series) 
 
"You're not gonna get through life without 
being worshipful or devoted to something…. 
You're either devoted to your job, or to your 
desires. So the best way to spend your life is 
to try to be devoted to prayer, to Allah." Mos 
Def 

What difference does Religious Studies 
make in the world of today? 

 
In 2015 a survey was done of people who 
had been an influence on the world. All of 
these had studied Religious Studies in 
some form.   
 
Bil l Clinton (Former President of the USA)  
 
Iris Murdoch (author of books like “The Black 
Prince”)  
 
Katy Brand (Writer and Comedian)  
 
Ricky Gervais (Comedian and Celebrity)  
 
Christy Turlington (Model and Businesswoman)  
 
Aung San Suu Kyi  (Politician & Nobel Laureate) 
 
David Cameron (Politician, former Prime 
Minister)  
 
Ed Milliband (Polit ician, former leader  of the 
Labour)  
 
Justin Vernon (Musician, Bon Iver)  
 
Matt Groening (Creater of the Simpsons)  
 
Bruce Lee (Actor and Marital Artist)  
 
Gen. Sir Richard Barrons (Commander, Joint 
Forces Command)  
 
Yann Martel  (Author of Life of Pi)  
 
Jennifer Garner (Actress, Miracles from Heaven)  
 
Chis Platt (Actor, Jurassic World films etc)  
 


