
  

Why Choose / Career opportunities 
 

The subject can be done in combination with many other 
subjects at university as well as on its own.  
 
Philosophers are valued by employers for their analytical 
skills and enquiring minds.  
 
A large number of distinguished civil servants; lawyers, 
scientists and politicians (including several British Prime 
Ministers!) studied Philosophy at University.  
 
Studying philosophy will provide students with an advanced 
level of generic skills that are immensely useful in a wide 
range of jobs in such diverse fields as Journalism and Media, 
Government and Public Administration, Computing, Law, 
Education and Research, Social Work and of course, 
Teaching. 
 

Course content 

In the first paper, Philosophy and Ethics, you will examine 

some of life’s most important questions in a new and 

critical way: Does God exist? What is the mind? Is War 

wrong? Do humans have freedom? Why does the universe 

exist? You will explore and discuss ideas from Philosophers 

and Theologians, examine beliefs, be shown how to 

explain different views clearly and reach judgements based 

on a precise evaluation of the available 

information.  Additionally, you will come across a range of 

ideas expressed on the net page. 

In the second paper, Christianity and Dialogues, with 

further work issues like Women’s rights, the Nature of 

God, Life after Death, Relationships, Euthanasia and 

Abortion (and other issues surrounding Sanctity of Life) 

you will have the chance to compare Church and Biblical 

teaching to the Philosophers and Theologians studied in 

Paper 1. You will be expected to reach reasoned 

conclusions based on the evidence you put forward. 

Both exams are 3 hours long, and fully assessed at the end 
of the course. 

What is  
Philosophy and Ethics? 

 
The Philosophy and Ethics course provides an 
opportunity to address many big questions in a 
reasoned way whilst being introduced to the 
writing of the great philosophers. You will come 
across a range of fascinating ideas such as the 
view that this world is an illusion, the idea that 
God’s existence can be proved like a 
mathematical idea and the possibility that moral 
rules are a matter of opinion. 
 
You will need to enjoy the discussion of ideas and 
be confident putting across arguments. You will 
develop critical thinking and communication 
skills, both oral and written and thus the subject 
combines well with science subjects as well as the 
humanities. A qualification in Philosophy is 
valued greatly by employers. 
 
Philosophy and Ethics is a very challenging A Level 
that demonstrates to employers and universities 
that you are a creative and critical thinker. 
Universities and employers value this 
qualification and there is evidence that 
philosophy graduates have higher levels of 
employment than many other courses. 
 
“Some of those students will go on to apply those 
skills in an academic setting, but many will find 
work across a whole range of professions, in law, 
finance, government, policing, media, teaching, 
writing and business.” Wayne Martin (University 
of Essex – quoted in Times Higher 2009) 

Why study Religious Studies?  
 
Philosophy shows how students think about some of 
life’s most important questions in a new and critical 
way: Does God exist? What is the mind? Is War 
wrong? Do humans have freedom? Why does the 
universe exist?  

 
Students will explore and discuss ideas, examine 
beliefs, be shown how to explain different views 
clearly and reach judgements based on a precise 
evaluation of the available information. Philosophy is 
a fascinating and demanding subject, which has been 
taught at Oxford University for 800 years and 
Cambridge since the 1500’s. The great philosophers, 
like John Locke and Karl Marx, have shaped the very 
world we live in today.  

 
The course will broaden students’ outlook on life and 
develop critical reasoning skills. 
 
Typical combinations include Philosophy and Physics, 
Philosophy and Psychology, Philosophy and Politics, 
Philosophy and English, Philosophy and Economics. 

 
Entry Requirements 
 
To succeed at this subject, in addition to sixth 
form requirements, students should also have a 
Grade 5 in English Language.  
 
No previous experience of Philosophy is  required, 
however a good grade at GCSE Religious Studies  
(of at least a Grade 5)  would assist this course.  
 
Students should have an enquiring mind, enjoy 
reading, exchanging ideas in discussion and have 
a genuine interest in  Current Affairs and the Law. 
The abil ity to argue a case, in speech and writing,  
is essential.  
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Some of the topics you will study 

 
Reason or Experience: are my eyes more 
reliable than my thoughts? 
 
Do we learn through education or are we born 
with innate ideas? 
 
How do I know that the world is real and not 
just in my mind? 
 
Is the existence of God as obvious as the fact 
that triangles have 3 sides? 
 
The Design Argument: does the order of the 
world prove God? 
 
Can God exist if evil and suffering are present 
in the world? 
 
Why be moral? Should I obey moral rules? 
 
How do I decide what is right and wrong? 
Is the mind the same as the brain or is it more 
like a soul? 
 
How was the world made? 
 
Do other people have minds? 
 
What is God? 
 
Is there such a thing as ‘good?’ 
 
 

 

How will I learn? 
 
Philosophy and Ethics students have the 
opportunity to take part in a variety of course 
related experiences. In the last cohort at school,  
pupils attended both a Year 12 and Year 13 
regional conference in Manchester with world-
renowned philosopher Dr Peter Vardy.  
 
Additional we have had Prof D Clough, 
international speaker on Animal Ethics lead a 
lesson as well as actor Christopher Power talk 
about his religious experience.  Working  with the 
Diocese of Chester, we have had two visitors come 
to lecture on Women in Ministry and Feminism, as 
well as Fresh Expressions and the New Church 
Movements.  Our aim is to work with the 
University of Chester in enabling you to have 
contact with world-class lecturers and debate 
with students from the university.   
 
Additionally, clear examination technique wil l be 
taught from early in the course, feedback given 
regularly and homework, such as additional 
reading, will be expected to help you develop your 
wider subject knowledge.  
 
Assessment 
Philosophy is assessed 100% by ex amination. The 
exam board for Philosophy A Level is  AQA. 
 
Lesson structure and support  
 
In addition to a sizeable amount of class time, 
pupils have opportunities for 1:1 tutorials, email  
contact with your and access to al l the class 
materials on RS Interactive.  Pupils also have 
revision guides which summarise the course and 
parents / carers are also welcome to chat at any 
time. 


